
Take THE hammer to the rich
In  recent  months [September  –  October  2008]  more than 29  graffiti 
artists have been arrested in a crackdown on street art by the Hamilton 
police. This is the early beginning of the police's plan to intensify the 
criminalization of graffiti throughout the new year. By the end of 2009 
they hope to have ridden the streets of any expression that doesn't take 
the form of  private  advertisements for  new developments and other 
commodities that only serve the rich.

Since  the  increase  in  arrests  both  police  and 
ocal media have taken note of what they call a 
"push  back".  Anti-cop,  anti-law  and  anti-prison 
slogans  have  been scrawled  across  numerous 
parts of the city.  The east-end of Hamilton has 
been the focal point of the anti-police graffiti.

Hamilton's  east  end  is  a  working  class 
neighbourhood and has definitely felt the impact 
of  devastating  poverty  and  the  accompanying 
substance abuse that has come to characterize 
the city. They call the city a dough-nut, because 
all  the  wealth  is  concentrated  on  the  outside, 
while  the  core is  "empty."  This  is  because the 

residents  have  nothing  to  offer  the  dough-holders.  There  is  no 
investment to be made in single mothers, welfare recipients and drug 
addicts; and when we don't  serve the dough-holders, we don't  serve 
anything.  This  is  how they see us,  as obstacles to  overcome in  an 
endless pursuit of wealth.

Overcoming these obstacles to gentrification takes the form of police 
control over the lives that make up those so called "obstacles". Even 
Sergeant Mark Schulenberg knows that "graffiti  makes it  look like no 
one  cares  about  an  area  and  can  attract  other  crimes."  He's  right; 
developers  don't  care  about  graffiti  ridden  spaces  where  police 
presence is scarce; an area where people find ways to work together to 
exist in a money driven world that's been designed by the rich to serve 
the rich... at our expense. 

There's  something  more  to  this  pigs  statement.  The  crackdown  on 
graffiti  is  just  part  of  the  strategic  role  of  police  that  began  with 
community policing. This policing strategy was developed in response 
to the police's inability to predict or control the urban uprisings of the 
60s  and  70s.  "Friendly  Face"  policing  serves  to  legitimize  police 
presence by building  bonds  with  the  communities  they control.  This 
allows them better access to what's happening on the street by forcing 
their  way into the community through neighbourhood watch,  working 
with  property owners,  public forums, foot  and bike patrols,  volunteer 
opportunities,  putting  a  focus  on  minor  crimes  and  holding  police 
sponsored community activities. This helps create 
the  environment  necessary  to  validate  police 
presence and violence in our  lives.  It  also helps 
pigs like Schulenberg turn our neighbors into the 
eyes and ears of police. "Police are getting more 
tips from the public about graffiti and those doing 
it"  says  Schulenberg  about  the  snitching  they've 
encouraged with their community policing strategy. 

Community policing doesn't limit itself to violations 
of  the  law,  rather  it  spreads  police's  role  into 
determining "public order" and "quality of life." This means that they see 
rundown  property,  juvenile  loitering,  graffiti,  homeless  encampments 
and noise as a gateway to larger social disturbances. The underlying 
belief  is that any amount of  lawbreaking, from jaywalking to the kids 
hanging  out  on  the  corners  writing  graffiti,  contributes  to  more 
lawbreaking... and so the vice-grip tightens. 

This is a war on how we go about our lives. Making the sterile walls 
of a city that doesn't belong to us into an expression of who we are, 
using the streets as a meeting place or training gym outside of the 
offered  services  of  corporations,  and  learning  to  interact  without 
police mediation are attempts to take the city back into the hands of 
those who built it: us!!

The criminalization of  the way we express ourselves and live our 
lives is an act of social war, waged on behalf of those who would 
rather see the streets as lifeless as the neatly manicured walls of 
their next business opportunity. They want us out because we won't 
have our home turned into another development that is designed to 
accommodate the rich.

It's  everywhere  that  people like us get  displaced because of  rent 
hikes and the increase of property values. If we let this shit continue 
we'll actually end up with less than we already have. Look at what's 
happening  in  East  Vancouver,  Strathcona,  Kitsilano  and  the 
Downtown  East-side.  It's  the same thing that's   happening  in the 
north end of Halifax, east Montreal, Westboro in Ottawa, the south 
end of  Guelph,  Leslieville  in  Toronto.  This  process is  systematic, 
when the rich want your hood, they're going to try whatever they can 
to  get  it,  even  if  that  means  ripping  it  away  from us  with  police 
crackdowns, increased surveillance, court orders and prison time.

We can learn a lot from the recent graffiti push back, as minor as it 
may seem. The people putting up "Off the Pigs" in the streets, "Fuck 
the Law" on the courthouse and "Burn Prisons" near the Barton jail 
know that the crackdown isn't just in the hands of the police. It's the 
courts as well as the prisons; but it still needs to go further. It's the 
rich and their  expectations for  our  city (yuppie  developments and 
what have you), it's Progress itself that is guiding this crackdown.

Just like the graffiti push back is going beyond the police themselves, 
it needs to go beyond paint and markers. Our whole neighborhood 
needs to show the pigs and the dough-holders they serve that they 
are not welcome, anywhere. What this means is that sometimes we 
need  to  paint  and  draw,  other  times  we  need  to  smash  their 
developments and surveillance cameras; they own everything, so we 
need  to  hit  them  everywhere.  If  we  want  to  live  in  our  own 
neighborhoods  where  we  create  the  conditions  in  which  we  live, 
where "quality of life" is a term that we define, then when they hit us 
we need to hit them back,  everywhere. Like Sergeant Schulenberg 
said, it begins with graffiti and face-to-face interactions. A few walls 
covered in paint, cameras taken down and broken windows will lay a 
starting  point  for  organizing  ourselves  towards  full-scale  disorder: 
where we finally dunk this unaffordable dough-nut in the flames of 
social revolution. 


