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HANLON CREEK  
OCCUPATION

Updates and  
personal accounts



On MOnday July 27, at 6:30am, 60 people walked onto the land that is 
home to Guelph’s Old Growth Forest and the proposed Hanlon Creek 
Business Park (HCBP) site. The workers left and an ongoing camp has 
been initiated to prevent Drexler Construction from inflicting further harm 
at the bidding of the City of Guelph.  Since then, supporters have come 
from far and wide to help protect this land for future generations.  We have 
worked together to create a safe and healthy space and have constructed 
numerous simple structures, a collective kitchen, and a compost toilet.

Despite broad public outcry, the City has continued to pursue the 
HCBP, disregarding the intrinsic worth of an Old Growth Forest, the sig-
nificance of the Paris-Galt Moraine to the integrity of our drinking water, 
and provincial and federal regulations concerning the preservation of the 
Jefferson Salamander and Provincially Significant Wetlands.

The City claims to be in consultation with the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources (MNR) to determine how it will proceed with the HCBP without 
harming the Jefferson Salamander.  However, it has initiated the first 
phase of development, the installation of a 4-lane access road and culvert 
over Tributary A of the Hanlon Creek.  This destruction of the land renders 
this consultation a farce.

The City claims responsibility for the preservation of the very land it 
profits from developing, but it is not possible to do both.

It is our responsibility to intervene in the City’s destruction of this vital land.

We are demanding that the City:

Listen to public outcry and respect the intrinsic importance of this 
land by immediately ending this development and terminating their 
contract with Drexler.

Compensate the skilled labourers of Drexler Construction for lost 
wages, including those who choose to stand with us.

Publicly apologize to the people of Guelph for disregarding their 
opposition to this development.

•

•

•

Whats going on?



Day to day updates from  
the HCBP Occupation:

Tuesday, July 28

Yesterday went off without a hitch. The first day of 
work was shut down & close to the end of the work day 
Drexler brought in a small crew to remove the heavy 
machinery. Yesterday was one of the first hot and sunny 
days of the summer, but once the engine started on that 
machine, a massive rain fell and only ended once the 
machine was far from the site.  Also as the machine left 
the site, a rainbow appeared to frame the machine. Soon 
after, the police presence was gone & we had a calm, 
quiet but celebratory night on site. At the end of the 
day we had a sighting of the blue heron, who calls the 
creek they are destroying it’s home, it flew over our 
heads and into the wetlands for the night.

The city also came with police escorts to inform us that 
we are trespassing on their property sometime in the 
late afternoon. At the same time we were on the site, 
25 supporters gathered at city hall before Monday’s 
council meeting to let the city know that any eviction 
of the land defenders would be hotly contested.

Thursday, July 30

Greetings from a camp of people defending one of 
southern Ontario’s last Old Growth forest parcels.  This 
situation has many points of interest that converge to 
make it a very important issue.  This is bigger than 
this one particular construction contract, and it is 
bigger than all of us on the site right now.  This is a 
principled stand on the side of the earth, on the side 
of life.  We all need a healthy landbase to survive and 
this current occupation is for us all.

Yesterday Peter Cartwright, Guelph’s General Manager 
of Economic Development and Tourism, came to the HCBP 



occupation to deliver a notice for our eviction.  The 
city wants people to leave the construction site so 
they can continue building infrastructure for a 675-
acre industrial park.  They are currently mowing grass 
in a distant meadow to build us a ‘protest pen’.  They 
haven’t told us anything about it, but in the paper 
they say we can set up a camp far from the construction 
site.  What they don’t understand is that the purpose 
of our occupation is to protect this land from this 
construction/destruction.

The City of Guelph says we are ‘trespassing’.  They 
forget, or don’t realize, that the founders of Guelph 
were trespassing when they cut down the forests, dammed 
the rivers, and built their churches, bars, mills, 
and homes. This has all gone on too long.  We are the 
generation who needs to take a stand and protect this 
earth from those who would continue it’s destruction 
– and now under the guise of a business park ‘necessary 
for economic growth’.

We need the City to understand just how many people 
are standing together on this one.  There are lots of 
amazing people, good food, water, and camaraderie.

Friday, July 31

A beautiful hot day greeted us as we prepared for the 
city to show up and try evict us. All day the camp was 
abuzz with activity, food making, kitchen building, 
greeting visitors, and crews digging trenches to keep 
vehicles away from the site. We had such a wonderful 
outpouring of support as people brought food by, kids 
and their dads and dogs came to say hello and walk 
through the mosquito infested forest. Elders came out 
to support us around the hour the city was supposed to 
come, and there was a baby in arms too.

As the hour of 4 approached, we gathered around the 
fire circle, the lunch dishes washed and a sense of 
anticipation in the air. There was music and a few 
people spoke some inspiring words reminding us all of 
our strength in each other and our connection to the 
earth. The hour of 4 came and went and we saw no city 
officials or police. Media wandered around, hoping for a 



story. Some breathed a sigh of relief. Folks on top of 
the lookout tower kept the binoculars to their eyes.

Maybe they wont come at all. Maybe they will finally 
accept what is true; that the HCBP is a waste of time 
and money, that it is an environmental disgrace and 
that wild space is becoming too rare to continue such 
destruction. We will be here until September 15 and 
we will continue to protect this place. Not only for 
ourselves, but also for the blue heron who flew over 
again at 4 o’clock, for the trees and birds and creek 
and salamanders and mosquitoes and for what they create 
together, a community.

Saturday, August 1

Family Fun Day & Day 6: a Wild Success!

Family day went off wonderfully, with a diversity of 
ages, cultures, and genders.  Well over 150 people were 
in and out of the site throughout the day, with many 
babies in arms of mothers, dogs, elderly couples, and 
new folks.  Thank you to everyone who came out!

A huge meal was served, with soup, bread, carrot cake, 
deer, and much more. People have been sharing sing 
alongs throughout the evening.  People are working 
together in ways that are rarely seen in ‘normal’ life.  
This occupation is opening all of our imaginations as 
to what life can really be outside the confines of our 
roles in society and it’s normal processes.  We now 
have a permanent roof on our kitchen and a plethora of 
food, and a new structure to protect us from the sunny 
skies.  Some of us saw a really interesting dragonfly 
today with a teal body and red wings.

In response to numerous allegations:

Mayor Farbridge says she is concerned we are harming 
the environment.  Perhaps she should see for herself 
the construction she authorized Drexler to do.  Come 
and see the 4-lane scar across the land, count the 
150 rings on the cedars they cut down, and feel the 
sterility of the soil now that the meadow has been 
stripped.  This is violence.  We are here preventing 



this construction, and the blue heron, wild canaries, 
blue jays, frogs and toads have come back to the stream 
and frolic every day.

We carry in our own firewood to use for fires, and have re-
used abandoned cedar fence posts for our structures.  In 
the wake of this destruction, today we planted numerous 
native trees to help repair the streambank.  Piles of 
shredded trees have been carried in wheelbarrows to fill 
in potholes.  Neighbours have donated tarps and camping 
gear, and we are living very lightly on the land.  This 
is an example of communal sustainable living.

The Mayor also says she is ‘concerned for our safety.’  
The space we have collectively created here is far 
safer than the dominant culture.  Here we have ground 
rules for getting along together in ways that address 
power dynamics between genders, and we are working 
on creating a safer space where people can feel free 
to be themselves.  Conversely, the new city hall has 
security guards to prevent visitor access to the mayor’s 
office, and security cameras adorn the outside of the 
building.

We are most concerned for our safety due to the 
continuation of this development.  We cannot afford the 
loss of any more ecosystems to ‘economic growth.’  We 
need cleaner air, safer drinking water, and a guarantee 
that this world is worth bringing children into.  The 
HCBP must stop.

Great big hugs and thank yous to all the new people who 
come in by the hour.  Thanks to the General Manager of 
a business across the Hanlon who pledges support, all 
those who brought homemade food, neighbours who brought 
chips and provided information on undercover police, 
the kids on the old growth forest walk, the music 
makers, firekeepers, those who bury the compost toilet, 
the monarch butterflies, the deer who are still walking 
these woods, the moon who is filling up.  We love you 
all.



City of Guelph moves for an Injunction, $5 Million 
Lawsuit and Allegations of Extortion etc.

Day 6 of protecting this beautiful and sacred ecosystem. Yesterday Peter 
Cartwright, the General Manager of Economic Development, with Hans 
Loewig, the Chief Administrative Officer, one uniformed cop and one 
white collar intelligence officer, and two city employees, all visited the site 
and dropped a phone book-size motion for an injunction into our hands.  
They left while ignoring our questions and Cartwright clearly has had a 
miserable week. This injunction will be heard in court this Tuesday, August 
4, at 10am, at 74 Woolwich St., downtown Guelph.  Please come and 
pack the courtroom with us!  If this injunction goes through, it would mean 
that anyone who stays on the site after this would thus be in ‘contempt of 
court,’ and subject to imprisonment.

Also included in the injunction is notice of allegations of crimes of ‘Nuisance,’ 
the ‘Criminal Offence of Mischief,’ the ‘Criminal Offence of Intimidation,’ and 
the ‘Criminal Offence of Extortion,’ and ‘Inducing Breach of Contract.’  The 
City is also claiming ‘Damages in the amount of $5,000,000.00 ($5 million) 
for conspiracy, interference in economic relations, inducing breach of 
contract, trespass, nuisance, and intimidation.’ This has instead increased 

our numbers and support 
from the general public, 
and we have consulted 
with numerous lawyers who 
are advising us of brilliant 
strategies.  We have some 
good ideas up our sleeve.  
Stay tuned.

Also of note is that this in-
junction has been authorized 
by the City and Councilors.  
Interestingly, the Monday our 
occupation began, the Coun-
cil had a secret meeting.   
So, depending on how you 
feel about the City of Guelph 
slapping mostly young and 
broke land defenders with a 
$5 million lawsuit, perhaps 
you could write in to them and 
let them know how you feel.



For updates and more information:
http://hcbpoccupation.wordpress.com/

Come visit, and bring your 
friends and family!

Spread the word and come 
check out a very inspiring and 
friendly space.  Food, coffee, 
and camping supplies will also 
be appreciated.

Help place pressure on the City of Guelph to let the campers stay, and de-
mand the City lives up to their statements of protecting wildlife habitat and 
concern for the environment.  For police to arrest anyone for trespassing, 
they need authorization of the landowner.

In this case the landowner is the City of Guelph, and we need to make 
sure they don’t send in police to arrest people who are defending this land 
and water that we all need.

How you can help

Mayor Karen Farbridge
519-837-5643
mayor@guelph.ca

Hans Loewig
Chief Administrative Officer
519-837-5602
administration@guelph.ca

Peter Cartwright
General Manager of Economic 
Development and Tourism
519-837-5600 x2820
peter.cartwright@guelph.ca

Councilors:

bob.bell@guelph.ca
kathleen.farrelly@guelph.ca
vicki.beard@guelph.ca
ian.findlay@guelph.ca
maggie.laidlaw@guelph.ca
june.hofland@guelph.ca
gloria.kovach@guelph.ca
mike.salisbury@guelph.ca
lise.burcher@guelph.ca
leanne.piper@guelph.ca
christine.billings@guelph.ca
karl.wettstein@guelph.ca

Please call and/or email:

Camp Contact: (519) 820-6280
Media Contact: (519) 820- 6239


