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In December of 2008, the police shot and killed young 
anarchist Alexandros Grigoropoulos in the streets of 
Athens, Greece. The following texts came out of the 
widespread rebellion that followed. To us at least they show a 
tiny bit of the clarity and depth of the recent and ongoing 
upheaval there. They were a part of the presentation of two 
info-nights in Vancouver on Saturday, January 17,2009 
at Spartacus books and Thursday, February 5, 2009 at 
the Rhizome cafe.
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On Saturday night, the Greek police assassinated a 
15 year old student.

His assassination was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back.

It was the continuation of a coordinated action, by 
state terrorism and the Golden Dawn, which aimed 
at university and high school students (with the 
private universities first), at migrants that continue to 
be persecuted for being born with the wrong color, 
the employees that must work to death without 
compensation.

The government of cover-ups with its praetors, 
having burnt the forests last summer, is responsible 
for all major cities burning now, too. It protected 
financial criminals, all those involved in the mobile 
phone interceptions scandal, those looting the 
employees’ insurance funds, those kidnapping 
migrants, those who protected the banks and the 
monasteries that steal from the ordinary people.

We are in Civil War: With the fascists, the bankers, 
the state, the media wishing to see an obedient 
society.

There are no excuses, yet they once again try to 
use conspiracy theories to calm spirits down.

The rage that had accumulated had to be expressed 
and should not, by any means, end.

Throughout the world we are making headlines, it 
was about time that people uprise everywhere.

-We are in Civil War: With the 
Fascists, the Bankers, the State, the 
Media Wishing to See an Obedient 

Society- December 12, 2008

So far so good. Now the good and difficult 
matters begin.

We’ll tell you what we’ve learned from our 
struggles and our defeats (because as long as world is 
not ours we’ll always be the defeated ones) and you 
can use what we’ve learned as you wish:

Don’t stay alone. Call us; call as many people 
as possible. We don’t know how you can do that, you 
will find the way. You’ve already occupied your schools 
and you tell us that the most important reason is that 
you don’t like your schools. Nice. Since you’ve already 
occupied them change their role. Share your 
occupations with other people. Let your schools 
become the first buildings to house our new relations. 
Their most powerful weapon is dividing us. Just like 
you are not afraid of attacking their police stations 
because you are together, don’t be afraid to call us to 
change our life all together.

Don’t listen to any political organization (either 
anarchists or anyone). Do what you need to. Trust 
people, not abstract schemes and ideas. Trust your 
direct relations with people. Trust your friends; make as 
many people as possible in your struggle your people. 
Don’t listen to them when they’re saying that your 
struggle doesn’t have a political content and must 
seemingly obtain. Your struggle is the content. You 
only have your struggle and it’s in your hands to 
preserve its advance. It’s only your struggle that can 
change your life, namely you and the real relations with 
your fellowmen.

Don’t be afraid to proceed when confronting 
new things. Each one of us, as we’re getting older, has 
things planted in their brains. You too, although you are 
young. Don’t forget the importance of this fact. Back in 
1991, we confronted the smell of the new world and, 
trust us, we found it difficult. We learned that there 
must always be limits. Don’t be scared by the 
destruction of commodities. Don’t be scared by people 
looting stores. We make all these, they are ours. You 
(just like we in the past) are raised to get up every 
morning in order to make things that they will later not 
be yours. Let’s get them back all together and share 
them. Just like we share our friends and the love 
among us.

We apologize for writing this letter quickly, but 
we do it swinging the lead from our work, secretly from 
our boss. We are imprisoned in work, just like you are 
imprisoned in school.

We’ll now lie to our boss and leave work: we’ll come 
to meet you in Syntagma sq with stones in our hands.

Proletarians



The generation of the poor, the unemployed, the 
partially employed, the homeless, the migrants, the 
youth, is the generation that will smash every display 
window and will wake up the obedient citizens from 
their sleep of the ephemeral American dream.
Don’t watch the news, consciousness is born in the 

streets
When the youth is murdered, the old people should 

not sleep
Goodbye Alexandros, may your blood be the last of 

an innocent to run

December 17, 2008 
Declaration No.1

We will either determine our history ourselves or let 
it be determined without us

We, manual workers, employees, jobless, temporary 
workers, local or migrants, are not passive TV-
viewers. Since the murder of Alexandros 
Grigoropoulos on Saturday night we participate in 
the demonstrations, the clashes with the police, the 
occupations of the centre or the neighborhoods. 
Time and again we had to leave work and our daily 
obligations to take the streets with the students, the 
university students and the other proletarians in 
struggle.

-Workers' Assembly in the "Liberated" 
Building of GSEE General Assembly of 

Insurgent Workers- 

with all its co-expressions. The grand potlatch of the 
past few days was also a revolt of desire against the 
imposed rule of scarcity. A revolt of the gift against 
the sovereignty of money. A revolt of the anarchy of 
use value against the democracy of exchange 
value. A revolt of spontaneous collective freedom 
against rationalized individual coercion.

Full text available at:
www.occupiedlondon.org/blog/2008/12/29/a-
bedouin-anytime-a-citizen-never/

Our age difference and the general 
estrangement make it difficult for us to discuss with 
you in the streets; this is why we send you this letter.

Most of us have not (yet) been bald or big-
bellied. We are part of the 1990-91 movement. 
You must have heard of it. Back then, and while we 
had occupied our schools for 30-35 days, fascists 
killed a teacher because he had gone beyond his 
natural role (that of being our guard) and crossed 
the line to the opposite side; he had come with us, 
into our struggle. Then, even the toughest of us got 
to the streets and riot. However, we didn’t even 
think of doing what you easily do today: attack 
police stations (although we sang “burn police 
stations…”).

So, you’re gone beyond us, as always 
happens in history. Conditions are different of 
course. During ‘90s they passed us off the prospect 
of personal success and some of us swallowed it. 
Now people cannot believe this fairy tale. Your older 
brothers showed us this during the 2006-07 
students’ movement; you now spit their fairy tale to 
their faces.

-A Letter to Students from a Worker-



WE DECIDED TO OCCUPY THE BUILDING OF 
GSEE

-To turn it into a space of free expression and a 
meeting point of workers.

-To disperse the media-touted myth that the 
workers were and are absent from the clashes, and 
that the rage of these days was an affair of some 
500 "mask-bearers", "hooligans" or some other fairy 
tale, while on the tv-screens the workers were 
presented as victims of the clash, while the capitalist 
crisis in Greece and Worldwide leads to countless 
layoffs that the media and their managers deal as a 
"natural phenomenon".

-To flay and uncover the role of the trade union 
bureaucracy in the undermining of the insurrection -
and not only there. GSEE and the entire trade union 
mechanism that supports it for decades and 
decades, undermine the struggles, bargain our labor 
power for crumblings, perpetuate the system of 
exploitation and wage slavery. The stance of GSEE 
last Wednesday is quite telling: GSEE canceled the 
programmed strikers' demonstration, stopping short 
at the organization of a brief gathering in Syntagma 
Sq., making simultaneously sure that the people will 
be dispersed in a hurry from the Square, fearing that 
they might get infected by the virus of insurrection.

-To open up this space for the first time -as a 
continuation of the social opening created by the 
insurrection itself-, a space that has been built by 
our contributions, a space from which we were 
excluded. For all these years we trusted our fate on 
saviors of every kind, and we end up losing our 
dignity. As workers we have to start assuming our 
responsibilities, and to stop assigning our hopes to 
wise leaders or "able" representatives. We have to 
acquire a voice of our own, to meet up, to talk, to 
decide, and to act. Against the generalized attack 
we endure. The creation of collective "grassroots" 
resistances is the only way.

-To propagate the idea of self-organization and 
solidarity in working places, struggle committees and 
collective grassroots procedures, abolishing the 
bureaucrat trade unionists.

analysis the salaried officials of the psychological 
warfare point at the revolted, howling: “That’s not 
democratic, that ignores the rules under which our 
democracy functions”. We cannot help but 
momentarily stand speechless in the face of what 
we would until recently have considered impossible. 
Even if having the intention to deceive, the bosses 
of this country have said something true: We 
despise democracy more than anything else in this 
decadent world. For what is democracy other than a 
system of discriminations and coercions in the 
service of property and privacy? And what are its 
rules, other than rules of negotiation of the right to 
own – the invisible rules of alienation? Freedom, 
rights equality, egalitarianism: all these dead 
ideological masks together cannot cover their 
mission: the generalization and preservation of the 
social as an economic sphere, as a sphere where 
not only what you have produced but also what you 
are and what you can do are already alienated. The 
bourgeois, with a voice trembling from piety, 
promise: rights, justice, equality. And the revolted 
hear: repression, exploitation, looting. Democracy is 
the political system where everyone is equal in front 
of the guillotine of the spectacle-product. The only 
problem that concerned democrats, from Cromwell 
to Montesquieu, is what form of property is sufficient 
in order for someone to be recognized as a citizen, 
what kind of rights and obligations guarantee that 
they will never understand themselves as something 
beyond a private citizen. Everything else is no more 
than adjusting details of a regime in the service of 
capital.

Our despise for democracy does not derive from 
some sort of idealism but rather, from our very 
material animosity for a social entity where value 
and organizing are centered around the product and 
the spectacle. The revolt was by definition also a 
revolt against property and alienation. Anyone that 
didn’t hide behind the curtains of their privacy, 
anyone who was out on the streets, knows it only 
too well: Shops were looted not for computers, 
clothes or furniture to be resold but for the joy of 
destructing what alienates us: the spectacle of the 
product. Anyone who doesn’t understand why 
someone delights in the sight of a destructed 
product is a merchant or a cop. The fires that 
warmed the bodies of the revolted in these long 
December nights were full of the liberated products 
of our toil, from the disarmed symbols of what used 
to be an almighty fantasy. We simply took what 
belonged to us and we threw it to the fire together 



The following text was one of the final to come 
out of an initiative from the occupied Athens 
University of Economics and Business.

The word-for-democracy, developing as it 
does ever more densely from the side of the 
demagogues of calmness, aims at the social 
imaginary – the collective field of structuring of 
desires and fears. It aims, in other words, at the field 
where procedures invisibly take place that can 
secure or threaten order and its truth. Everyone 
knew, well before the assassination of Alexis, that 
the oligarchy of capital had given up on trying even 
to seem democratic, even by bourgeois terms: 
economic scandals, blatant incidents of police 
violence, monstrous laws. Yet this fact is not, neither 
here nor anywhere else, what might worry the 
bosses. This is precisely because the constant 
reproduction of the establishment under such terms 
(“is it democratic enough? Is it really democratic?”) 
reproduces the capitalist oligarchy that builds around 
it a wall of scandals, remorses, resignations, 
demands and reforms – preventing, in this way, the 
questioning of (not the democratic qualities of the 
regime but) democracy as a system of social 
organizing Hence bosses can still appeal to this 
higher value today, this axiomatic mechanism of the 
political, in order to bring us back to normality, 
consensus, compromise. In order to assimilate the 
general spontaneous rage in the sphere of 
mediation before this rage can organize itself into a 
revolutionary potential which would swoop all and 
any intermediaries and peaceful democrats – 
bringing along a new form of organizing: the 
commune.

Amidst this ludicrous climate of shallow 

All these years we gulp the misery, the pandering, 
the violence in work. We became accustomed to 
counting the crippled and our dead - the so-called 
"labor accidents". We became accustomed to ignore 
the migrants -our class brothers- getting killed. We 
are tired living with the anxiety of securing a wage, 
revenue stamps, and a pension that now feels like a 
distant dream.

As we struggle not to abandon our life in the hands 
of the bosses and the trade union representatives, 
likewise we will not abandon no arrested insurgent in 
the hands of the state and the juridical mechanism.

IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF THE DETAINED
NO CHARGE TO THE ARRESTED
SELF-ORGANIZATION OF THE WORKERS
GENERAL STRIKE

December 20, 2008

Politicians and journalists brag around, trying 
to impose on our movement their own falling 
rationality. We would revolt because our government 
is corrupted or because we'd like more of their 
money, more of their jobs. 

If we break the banks it's because we 
recognize money as one of the central causes of our 
sadness, if we break down shop windows it's not 
because life is expensive but because commodities 
prevent us from living, at all cost. If we attack the 
police scum, it's not only to avenge our dead 
comrades but because between this world and the 

Excerpts from -A Bedouin Anytime! 
A Citizen Never-

-Call for a New International-



Full text at: www.occupiedlondon.org/blog/2008/12/26/barricade-
and-history-notes-on-the-intensification-of-bourgeois-antagonism/

working people themselves know very well that 
under the Trade Union Centers call, they do nothing 
but play the setup game of the Center’s 
management.

If the working people realize their power and 
break out of the logic of being represented by 
bosses’ accomplices, then they will regain their 
confidence and thousands of them will fill the streets 
in the next strike.

The state and its heavies murder people

Resistance - Self-Organization - Unpatronized 
Struggles - Social Self-Defence

Solidarity with the immigrant and unionist 
Konstantina Kuneva

Date unknown

The historical genealogy of the contemporary 
process of gentrification of “deprived” areas can be 
traced to the “strategic embellishment” of cities. 
Same like then, the contemporary target is met in its 
duality: 1) The prevention of possible revolts or their 
effective dealing with the literal flattening of their 
epicenters and 2) the production of a space with no 
properties: of a city with no memory. Capital, in its 
tight embracing of urban practice, turns towards this 
speculative field during periods of underdevelopment 
of other traditionally more profiteering fields of 
investment activity. As for the other side (that is, the 
side of the oppressed), its hereditary nature is 
reflected upon the urban geography of struggle. 
Topographies of clashes are soaked with historical 
memory; the past is a field of non-accomplished 
opportunities and capacities and our dead comrades 
are potentially vindicated in the historical future. 

one we desire, they will always be an obstacle. 
We know that the time has come for us to 

think strategically. In this Imperial time we know that 
the condition of a victorious insurrection is that it 
spreads, at least, on a European level. These last 
years we've seen and we've learnt: The counter-
summits worldwide, students and suburban riots in 
France, the No-Tav movement in Italy, the Oaxaca 
commune, Montreal's riots, the offensive defense of 
the Ungdomshuset squat in Copenhagen, riots 
against the Republican National Convention in the 
USA, the list goes on. 

Born in the catastrophe, we're the children of 
all crisis: political, social, economic, ecological. We 
know this world is a dead-end. You have to be 
crazy to cling on its ruins. You have to be wise to 
self-organize. 

There's an obviousness in the total rejection 
of party politics and organizations, they're part of the 
old world. We're the spoiled children of this society 
and we don't want anything from it. That's the 
ultimate sin they'll never forgive us. Behind the black 
masks, we are your children. And we're getting 
organized 

We would not make so much efforts to 
destroy the materiality of this world, its banks, its 
supermarkets, its police-station if we didn't know 
that at the same time we undermine its very 
metaphysic, its ideals, its ideas and its rationality. 

The media would describe last week events 
as an expression of nihilism. What they don't get is 
that in the very process of assaulting and harassing 
this reality, we experience a higher form of 
community, of sharing, a higher form of spontaneous 
and joyous organization which sets the basis of a 
different world. 

One could say our revolt finds its own limit in 
the very fact it only creates pure destruction. That 
would be true if, beside the street fights, we hadn't 
set up the necessary organization that requires a 
long term movement: canteens provided by regular 
looting, infirmaries to heal our own wounded, the 
means to print our own newspapers, our own radio. 
As we liberate territory from the empire of the State 
and its police, we have to occupy it, to fill it and to 
transform its uses so it can serve the movement. So 
the movement never stops to grow. 

All over Europe, governments tremble. For 
sure what scares them the most are not local 
copycat riots but the very possibility that the western 
youth finds common cause and rises as one to give 
this society its final blow. 

Excerpt from -Barricade and History- 
(Notes on the Intensification of 

Bourgeois Antagonism)



This is a call to all those who hear it: From 
Berlin to Madrid, from London to Tarnac, everything 
becomes possible. Solidarity must become 
complicity. Confrontations have to spread. 
Communes need to be declared. So that the 
situation never goes back to normal. So that the 
ideas and practices that link us to one another 
become actual bounds. So that we can stay 
ungovernable. 

Revolutionary salute to all our comrades 
worldwide. To all the prisoners, we'll get you out! 

December 24, 2008

The Occupation of the Polytechnic ended at 
midnight of the 24th of December – The struggle 
continues…

Immediately after the murder of Alexandros 
Grigoropoulos by the special police guard Ep. 
Korkoneas and the first clashes in the streets of 
Exarchia, the Polytechnic university was occupied 
and turned into a focus for the expression of social 
rage. Being a space historically and symbolically 
connected in the living memory of the rebels and of 
a big part of society with the struggle against 
Authority -from the period of dictatorship until 
today’s modern totalitarian democracy-, the 
Polytechnic became the place where hundreds of 
people gathered spontaneously: comrades, youth 
and workers, jobless, pupils, immigrants, students…

-Announcement by the Athens 
Polytechnic Occupation-

The same document continues: “the Greek 
Trade Unions Centers were founded in order to 
unite local workers’ unions, and thus protect the 
economic, professional and social interests of their 
members. On the basis of these professional and 
social interests, the Trade Unions Centers 
representatives struggle for higher wages and better 
living and working conditions”. Nowhere in this 
document there is any reference of subverting and 
negating the causes of inequality and misery, and of 
the structures of hierarchy within society. Their 
orientation is plainly opportunist and directed towards 
some vague “improvement” of the conditions of 
exploitation; in this sense, the so-called “organized 
trade union movement” and its managers are basic 
accomplices in prolonging the dependencies and 
suppression of the worker/syndicalist movement, 
through the latter’s channeling into a logic of “sorting 
out” issues along the lines of flag's, unavailing and 
partial demands, which, judging from their effects, 
are in the last instance harmful for the workers’ 
lives: the position of the working people does not 
improve but deteriorates significantly. Precarity, 
“flexible” working relations, “renting” of workers, no 
real reaction against the crimes which the bosses 
call “work accidents”…

The multi-fragmented Greek trade union 
movement on the other hand cannot and won’t go 
against the governments and the clientelist party-
political mechanisms which complement each other 
in prolonging power and inequality. Indicative of this 
is the now usual course of trade unionist managers 
capitalizing on their “successful” trade unionist 
careers with some government position in the 
cabinet or ministry and corporate consulting bodies.

The General Confederations and the Trade 
Unions Centers in Greece are now integral 
stakeholders in the power regime; their basis 
members and the workers in general must turn their 
backs on them and their leaders, and choose the 
way of the independent workers’ and syndicalist 
unions, for the creation of an autonomous pole of 
self-directed struggle, beyond and out of parties and 
mechanisms.

The Trade Unions Center of Thessaloniki is 
the second largest in Greece. Its constituency 
includes 275 1st degree unions in the Prefecture 
of Thessaloniki and the Region of Central 
Macedonia. The Center ostensibly represents 
350.000 working people out of which 300.000 work 
in the city of Thessaloniki. Has anybody ever seen 
even 100.000 of them in the streets demanding 
anything? Never! Why is that so? It is simple: the 



Konstantina is one of us. Her struggle for DIGNITY 
and SOLIDARITY is also our struggle.

The attack on Konstantina has left a mark in all our 
hearts. It has left a mark in our memory as have 
done the racist pogroms, the concentration camps 
for immigrants, the attacks by thugs working for the 
state, the workplace accidents, the people murdered 
by the state, the working conditions that resemble 
galleys, the purges, the lay-offs and the terror. All 
these show the long way ahead for the social and 
class struggle.

Our hearts are filled with sorrow and rage and one 
sentence comes to our lips:

MURDERERS, YOUR TIME WILL COME
THE EMPLOYERS TERROR SHALL NOT PASS
SOLIDARITY ASSEMBLY
FOR KONSTANTINA KUNEVA 

December 29, 2008

The Occupation’s first declaration 

Confronted with the raw and undisguised 
state violence and oppression targeted against 
workers’ struggles, and the covert but no less hostile 
mafia-like machinations of the employers, the Trade 
Unions controlled by the Trade Unions Centers 
across the country, among them the Thessaloniki 
one, do nothing but stammer something like “we try 
in a democratic way to achieve full social and 
economic parity for their members, and the other 
working people”, as their statutory document reads.

The fights with the forces of repression and 
the flaming barricades in the surrounding streets 
became the spark of a revolt that spread with 
spontaneous demonstrations in the city, the 
occupation of the Economics University and the Law 
School, with attacks against state and capitalist 
targets in the centre and neighborhoods of Athens 
and in most cities across the country. The following 
days, with demonstrations of thousands of people 
ending up in riots and attacks against banks, 
ministries and big department stores, with 
occupations of schools and public buildings, with 
young children besieging and assaulting police 
stations, the riot police guarding Koridallos prison 
and the Parliament, the revolt became generalized; 
this revolt that was triggered by the murder of A. 
Grigoropoulos and exploded by the immediate 
reaction of hundreds of comrades to that event of 
the widespread state violence, inspiring actions of 
rage and solidarity beyond the borders, all over the 
world. This revolt that was simmering in the 
conditions of a generalized attack by the state and 
the bosses against society, growing in the reality of 
the everyday death of freedom and dignity that is 
reserved for the oppressed people by the increasing 
exclusion, poverty, exploitation, repression and 
control. This revolt that was persistently being 
“prepared”, even in the darkest times of state and 
fascist terrorism, through every small or big gesture 
of resistance against submission and surrender, 
keeping open the way for many more people to 
meet in the streets, just like it happened during 
these days. In this explosive social reality, the 
occupied Polytechnic became a point of reference 
for a direct confrontation with the state, in all forms 
and with all possible means, through consecutive 
insurrectionary events that burned down the order 

-Occupation of the Thessaloniki Trade 
Unions Center for Konstantina Kuneva-



and security of the bosses, smashing the fake 
image of social consent to their murderous 
intentions. It became a place where rebellious social 
and political subjects met and influenced one 
another, through the general assemblies and their 
daily presence in the occupation. It functioned as a 
base for counter-information, through communiques 
and posters, its blog and radio station, and with the 
PA system sending the messages and the news of 
the ongoing revolt. And it also gave life to political 
initiatives of resistance, like the call made by the 
Polytechnic occupation assembly for a global day of 
action on the 20th of December –which resulted in 
coordinated mobilizations in more than 50 cities in 
different countries, and in which the Polytechnic 
occupiers participated by calling for a gathering in 
the place where A. Grigoropoulos was murdered-, 
like the concert held on the 22nd of December for 
solidarity and financial support to the hostages of the 
revolt, and the call for participation in the prisoner 
solidarity demonstration that was organized by 
comrades who took part in the open assembly of the 
occupied GSEE (General Workers’ Confederation).

As a stable, for 18 days, point of the revolt 
that expanded, the occupied Polytechnic was a 
continuous call of insubordination to the people 
resisting all over the world, and a permanent sign of 
solidarity to the hostages taken by the state from 
within this struggle. It became the territory we used 
in order to diffuse the message of solidarity between 
the oppressed, of self-organization and of a social 
and class counter-attack against the world of 
Authority, its mechanisms and its symbols. These 
elements and values of the struggle created the 
ground for the oppressed to meet in rebellion, armed 
our consciences and, for the first time maybe, 
became so widely appropriated by so many people 
of different age and different nationalities; people 
with whom anarchists and anti-authoritarians shared 

This is the rule when it comes to cleaning company 
contractors: delayed contracts, stolen wages, stolen 
overtime payments, differences between contract 
assets and what the employee actually gets paid, 
selection of almost exclusively immigrant male and 
female workers with green card status legal 
residency in Greece ranging from 1 to 5 years – in 
most cases only 1 year) so they can be held in a 
state of hostageship, social security benefits that are 
never attributed. All these under the support of the 
public sector and enterprises which are aware, incite 
and support working conditions reminiscent of the 
middle ages.

The murderous attack against our colleague was an 
act of revenge and had the intent to serve as an 
example.

The target was not coincidental. Female, immigrant, 
militant union organizer, mother of an underage 
child, she was the most vulnerable for the bosses.

The method was not coincidental. It resembles 
“dark” ages and aims to “brand”, to serve as an 
example and terrorize us.

The time chosen was not coincidental. The media, 
the political parties, the Church, businessmen and 
union bosses have been trying to ridicule the social 
movement that has taken the form of an explosion 
and talk about the cold-blooded murder of 15-year-
old Alexandros as the result of a bullet getting 
redirected. In this pretext, the attack on Konstantina 
is lost in the everyday news.

This murderous attack on the part of the employers 
was well-planned.



the same slogans against the police, the same 
words, the same practices of struggle, the same 
rage against those who are looting our lives, and, 
many times, the same vision for a world of freedom, 
equality and solidarity.

For this reason, repression was not only 
expressed in the form of police brutality, arrests and 
imprisonment of demonstrators, but also with an 
intense ideological attack launched by all sides of 
the political system which saw its foundations 
trembling when repression, in which it is based, not 
only was unable to restrain the waves of revolt, but, 
contrary, it was the one that caused them in the first 
place. This ideological attack selectively targeted 
anarchists, as a political and unmediated part of 
the revolted, exactly because of the impact their 
words and actions had, and because of the danger 
that is presented for the state when they 
communicate and coordinate with the thousands of 
the oppressed. In this context, there was an 
hysterical effort to divide the revolted in “good pupils” 
on one hand, “evil hooded anarchists – 
‘koukouloforoi’” or“immigrant looters” on the other, 
as well as the good old myth about provocateurs, in 
order to manipulate the anger for the assassination, 
to exhaust the social explosion, to criminalize, isolate 
and crush the steady points of reference of this 
revolt [This is, by the way, the same rhetoric of 
repression that led to the murder of A. 
Grigoropoulos, as it is responsible for recognizing 
specific political-social milieus, spaces and people 
as the “enemy within” on which state violence should 
be“legitimately” enforced]. In this effort made by the 
state, the continuous targeting of the Polytechnic 
was included on a daily basis, with statements made 

December 27, 2008

On the 27th of December we occupied the 
headquarters of ISAP (Athens Piraeus Electric 
Railway) as a first response to the murderous attack 
against Konstantina Kuneva on the 23-12-2008. 
Sulphuric acid was thrown at her face as she was 
returning home from work. Konstantina is in the 
intensive care ward of Evangelismos hospital 
suffering serious sight and respiratory system 
problems. Who was Konstantina? Why was she 
attacked? Konstantina is one among the hundreds 
of female immigrant workers who have been 
working for years as cleaners. She is general 
secretary of the Panattic Union of Cleaners and 
Domestic Personnel. She is a militant union 
organizer, well known for her stance against various 
bosses. Just last week she had a clash with the 
employer company “OIKOMET” when she 
demanded for herself and the rest of her colleagues 
to get paid the whole amount of money of her 
Christmas bonus. She also denounced illegal 
procedures in payments.

Excerpts from -When They Mess With 
One of Us They Mess With All of Us-



by politicians and a slandering campaign by the 
mass media. After the hours of clashes in Exarchia 
and around the Polytechnic during the night of 
December 20, the state, in the face of the public 
prosecutor, threatened to proceed to a police raid, 
after suspending the academic asylum in the 
campus, despite the disagreement of the university 
authorities, in order to suppress the revolt by 
attacking one of the first places where it had started. 
Their intentions were defeated because of the 
refusal of the occupiers to obey to any ultimatum, 
their decisiveness to defend this political and social 
territory as apart of the revolt, their open call to 
people to come and support the occupation with 
their presence and by proceeding to the planned 
prisoner solidarity gig on the 22nd of December 
which gathered hundreds of people at the 
Polytechnic. The threats for an immediate eviction 
returned stronger the following day, December23, 
when, while the assembly was discussing the end of 
the occupation, we were informed by political and 
academic figures that the ministry of Interior and the 
police are demanding our immediate exit from the 
campus otherwise the cops would invade. 

The reply of the occupiers was that the 
Polytechnic does not belong neither to the ministry 
not to police for us to surrender to them; it belongs 
to the people of the struggle who decide on what to 
do based exclusively on criteria of the movement 
and do not accept blackmails and ultimatums by the 
assassins. This way the Polytechnic occupation was 
prolonged for one more day, and called to the demo 
which was realized in the center of Athens for 
solidarity with the arrested. No repressive project 
and no ideological attack managed or will manage to 
blackmail the return to normality and to impose 
social and class pacification. Nothing is the same 
any more! The surpassing of fear, of isolation and of 

the dominant social divisions, led thousands of 
young people, together with women and men of 
every age, refugees and migrants, workers and 
jobless to stand together in the streets and behind 
barricades fighting the tyrants of our life, our dignity 
and freedom. And this is a reality lighting with its 
flames the future of revolt, both its intensification and 
deepening, until the absolute subversion of the world 
of the bosses. Because we shouted in all ways that 
those days belong to Alexis, to Michalis Kaltezas, to 
Carlo Giuliani, to Christoforos Marinos, to Michalis 
Prekas, to Maria Koulouri and to all comrades 
murdered by the uniformed assassins of the state; 
they aren’t though days that belong to death, but to 
LIFE! To life that blossoms in the struggles, in the 
barricades, in the revolt that continues.

Ending the Polytechnic occupation after 18 
days, we send our warmest solidarity to all people 
who became part of this revolt in their many ways, 
not only in Greece but also in numerous countries of 
Europe, of South and North America, Asia and 
Australia-N.Zealand. To all those with whom we 
met and we will stay together, fighting for the 
liberation of the prisoners of this revolt, but also for 
its continuing until global social liberation. For a 
world without masters and slaves,without police 
and armies, without borders and prisons.

DEATH TO THE STATE – LONG LIVE ANARCHY!
IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF ALL THE ARRESTED 
IN THE REVOLT!
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES!


