
Why did this happen?

The Jay Treaty, signed in 1794, between the governments of Canada and the US 
established an undefended border, across which the people of Akwesasne were en-
titled to travel freely.

On May 11th 2009, hundreds of people from the reserve marched accross the Sea-
way International Bridge between Canada and the US to send a message to the 
Canadian authorities that they would not tolerate the arming of border guards.

June 1st was the date on which the Canadian border guards at the Seaway Inter-
national Bridge were to be armed with 9-mm handguns. Hundreds of people from 
Akwesasne have set up camp near the border to oppose this armamment. They 
say that as long as the Canadian government wishes to arm the border guards the 
people will stay and block the guards’ return. The government is currently continuing 
with their plan and states that it will not end the seige until the people of Akwesasne 
accept the guns.

The people of Akwesasne say that they are continually harrassed by border guards 
and see in the guns the possibility of a tragic escalation to this tension. They say that 
the canadian state cannot come into  the community with guns. They must consult 
them according to international law standards and that the state has no legal right to 
set up an armed camp in the middle of  Akwesasne. In light of the constant harrass-
ment, threat of arms and disregard for their soverignty they want to see the border 
station removed from Akwesasne.

On June 1st 2009, the border between Canada and the US was shut down. The 
border guards left their posts and the community of Akwesasne (which straddles 
Cornwall and its island, New York state and Quebec) was surrounded by police and 
army boats. People are allowed to leave the reserve but are not allowed to return 
until the conflict ends. Right now, the people of Akwesasne are under seige by po-
lice and other state institutions.
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Borders restrict the movements of people. The ones who are well recieved at bor-
ders are the people who carry the right papers in their wallets, those which open all 
borders and win the affection of state authority: money. Borders are the continued 
imposition of state power on the territory of native people who lived on this land be-
fore “Canada” was even a country. Controlling the movements of people and mon-
ey, and arming border guards is the continuation of a colonizing process that has 
pushed the Mohawks of Akwesasne into a reservation, taken their land and profited 
off it with developments –like the border itself- at their expense. Managing the flow 
of people and money through the border means managing the ongoing development 
and colonization of native land.

The guns are part of a larger repressive strategy to maintain colonization and rein-
force the power of the government and police over the lives of the Mohawks.

This repression is strategic. It’s part of the targeted policing which was revealed in the 
Hamilton Police Service 2008 Hate / Bias Crime Statistical Report. This report states 
that native land reclamation issues, the anarchist movement, widespread graffiti, the 
2010 Olympic and G8 resistance, anti-government and anti-establishment reactions 
to the economic crisis and job losses are all concerns for the escalation of hate-bias 
crimes. Apart from these not being hate crimes, the focus taken by the Hate Crime 
/ Extremism Investigative Team and Hamilton Police on these struggles and events 
show the intent to dismantle any resistance to the continued colonization and exploi-
tation of people and land.

Today we are taking to the streets to show a visible opposition to this repression and 
to express solidarity with the Mohawk Nation. This is the least we can do and we 
need to go further in this struggle. The government and police are already thinking 
about keeping us in our exploitation through this economic crisis. They’ve made it 
clear that they aren’t in it with us, so let’s start thinking about acting against them. 
Then they will be the ones to know crisis!
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